THOUGH Wyatt is a poet who shows to best advantage in
selection, for the sake of completeness our edition includes all
the songs and lyrical pieces that are unquestionably and dis-
tinctively his, as well as the three satires in ttrvp nma and one
of the two fatqyni translated from Petrarch,   For the rest,
his verse includes some sonnets, rondeaux, and epigrams, of
which only the best examples are given here, two or three short
moralizing pieces of small intrinsic interest, and metrical para-
phrases of a number of Psalms, which present-day readers wiU
certainly prefer to read in the Bible versions*   Wyatt's poems
were not printed during his life,   They were first brought
together, from Tottel (1557) an(^ subsequently discovered
manuscript sources, by G. F. Nott in 1816.   Of the three manu-
scripts among which they are distributed not one can with
certainty be claimed as the author's final text, though there arc
strong reasons for preferring at least two of them to Tottel,
and one (the D manuscript) contains sixty-three pieces not
found either in Tottel or elsewhere.   The textual problems
implicit in this situation were exhaustively studied by A. K,
Foxwell, whose invaluable two volumes (191}), edited *from
the MSS and early editions', remain the last word in the
scholarship of the subject;, but for a full critical appraisal sec
Tillyard, The Poetry of Sir Thomas Wyatt*   In the present volume
the spelling (except of archaic words) has been modernized
and the poems repunctuated throughout, both for case in
reading and to remove that air of 'quaintness* which, since it
did not exist for Wyatt's contemporaries, does not truly belong
to them.  In other respects our text represents its editor's
choice between Nott and Foxwell, with a strong leaning toward*
the latter.   TottePs elaborate titling of the individual poems
has been discarded, both for Wyatt and for Surrey, who followi
him in this volume*